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There are three or four things worth our notice
in this transaction.

1.  Here is a stated established form of cheating
and falsehood, set up as a rule of trade; and what
the mercer resolves upon as a practice in the course
of his business.

2.  Here is a fatal national folly encouraged, and,
in its own imagination, gratified too ; though the
person is deceived, and most egregiously imposed
upon.

3.  Here is a most immoderate gain made by the
fraud; which indeed is the grand incentive and pro-
vocative to the crime.

4.  Here is general trade propagated by a double
crime ; the first, against man, in the foolish depress-
ing a useful home manufacture, discouraging trade,
depriving the poor of our own country, and affecting
the labours of foreigners; and the second, against
truth, and the author of truth, in pushing on busi-
ness at the expense of our morals ; and with a chain
of accumulated falsehood and prevarication.

What can the tradesmen say for this ? who would
be a rich man at this price? and how do these
things give life to the general scandal upon business,
That a tradesman cannot be a honest man ? The
mercer makes his market by the fraud, that's true;
he sells this silk for thirty-two shillings and sixpence
a yard, which he could very well afford for eighteen
to twenty, or twenty-two shillings, and gain a honest
profit too.

Perhaps it may be hard to persuade the trades-
men that this is a crime; and, could it be abstracted
from the plain cheat, and the black addenda of false-
hood and lying, it would be still more difficult; but
as the offences cannot be separated, so the reproach
cannot be resisted.

But what must be done ?    Why, certainly, what-